
9.
MADNESS A

T THE GAS
 PUMP—WAS 

A SEC
RET S

OCIETY
 BEH

IND IT 
ALL?

Thou
sand

s of Seatt
le resid

ents 
were 

amazed
 on M

onda
y to 

find 
that 

price
s at 

lo-

cal g
as st

ation
s ha

d fa
llen 

to t
he u

nbel
ievab

le 

price
 of a

 mere t
wenty

-thre
e cen

ts a 
gallo

n. M
any 

gas 

stati
on o

wners 
beca

me fra
nti c

 af t
er p

eopl
e ca

me fro
m 

miles 
arou

nd t
o ta

ke a
dvan

tage
 of 

the 
drop

, dra
ining

 som
e 

stati
ons d

ry!

Who w
as re

spon
sible

 for 
this 

miracl
e? O

ur re
porte

rs ha
ve fo

und 
hints

 that
 the 

peop
le be

hind
 it m

ay b
e no

ne o
ther 

than
 a se

cret 
orga

niza
tion 

know
n as 

the O
b-

serve
rs of

 Ran
dom

 Dis 
cor d

. Litt
le is 

know
n ab

out t
his g

roup
; the

y giv
e no

 inte
rview

s, 

put o
ut no

 ann
ounc

ements 
abou

t the
ir ac

tivit
ies, 

and 
the f

ew indi
vidu

als w
e’ve

 iden
tifie

d 

as m
embers 

refus
e to 

spea
k on

 the 
subje

ct or
 eve

n ad
mit th

eir g
roup

 exis
ts. B

ut th
ey a

re re
al, 

gent
le re

ader
; the

y may b
e all

 arou
nd y

ou. A
nd th

ey p
rodu

ced a
 twenty

-thre
e-ho

ur m
iracl

e on
 you

r 

beha
lf las

t Monda
y. Who k

nows what t
hey 

might 
do n

ext?


